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ADVENT ADVENTURE 
 
 

Kevin J Fritz 
 
 

 

The season of Advent begins a new 
liturgical year in the church and invites us to 
begin again our journey of adventure.  This 
adventure is the journey of faith, the journey 
of conversion, the journey of commitment, 
the journey each of us is taking in life as we 
enter more deeply into the mystery of Christ 
and allow ourselves to be changed and 
transformed by it.   
 

As we become immersed in this adventure 
we find that it is exciting, risky, and 
dangerous.1  We will reflect on each of 
these areas and the challenge the season 
of Advent offers us as we renew our journey 
of faith in a new liturgical year. 
 

 
The Adventure is Exciting 
 

The adventure is exciting because God is doing 
something great for us and among us.  I think 
often the problem is that we want to be God.  
We want to be in charge of our lives.   
 

Advent prepares us to celebrate the 
Incarnation, the fact that God takes on our 
humanity in his Son Jesus Christ, who is both 
God and a human being.  Jesus Christ is one 
person in two natures – divine and human.  
 

In the Incarnation, God says to us:  You are not 
God and that is a good thing.  It is good to be 
who you are - a human being.  Stop trying to be 
God and let me be God.  Just trust in me.  It is 
good to be a human being.  I sent my Son Jesus 
to take on humanity and show you what it 
means to be a human being. 
 

And yet I suspect that very often we just don’t 
get it. 
 

It was a cold and snowy winter night and the 
farmer was in his house with the fire blazing.  As 
he looked out the window, he saw birds out in 
the cold and snow.  He felt sorry for them. Then 
he thought I could open up my barn and the 
birds could go in there and be out of the snow 
and cold.  So he bundled up and went out to the 
barn.  He opened the door and turned on a light.  
But the birds would not go into the barn.  Every 
time the farmer tried to get them to go into the 
barn, the birds just flew away.  They just did not 
get it.  They would fly away when they could be 
nice and warm in the barn.  No matter how hard 
he tried the farmer could not get the birds to fly 
into the barn.  He kept thinking - if only I could 
become a bird.  Then I would fly into the barn 
and the other birds would follow me to where 
they would be warm. 
 

The problem is we want to be God.  We want to 
be in charge.  We want to be in control.  But in 
reality, that limits us.  We are left out in the 
cold and snow when we could be in a warm 
barn, but we fly away instead. 
 

The prophet Isaiah refers to this when he says: 
 

Your perversity is as though the potter were 
taken to be the clay: As though what is made 
should say of its maker, "He made me not!" Or 
the vessel should say of the potter, "He does not 
understand.   
 
(Isaiah 29:16)2 
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God’s visions for us 
are greater than any 
visions we can have. 

 

 
Imagine how much each of us can become if 
only we allow God to be in control. 
 
Isaiah presents us with a wonderful image:  
 
Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are the clay 
and you the potter: we are all the work of your 
hands.   
 
(Isaiah 64:7) 
 

We are not God.  We are not the potter.  We 
are the clay and if we allow him, God, the 
potter, can make something beautiful with us.  
So the journey - the adventure - is exciting. God 
can make something beautiful with us if we just 
let go of ourselves and let God do it.  God’s 
visions for us are greater than any visions we 
can have. 
 
The Adventure is Risky 
 
But this adventure is also risky.  If we let God 
take control of our lives we have to let go of 
ourselves and trust in God. 
 
The problem I find is that I want to know what 
will happen in advance.  I am not so sure I like 
the idea of adventure.  I want it all in front of 
me.  I want an itinerary.  I want to know what to 
expect.  I want to know where I am going.  I 
want to take the adventure out of the 
adventure.  But then I no longer have an 
adventure and I am no longer on the journey of 
faith. 
 
The example for us especially during Advent is 
Mary.  She was willing to take the risk and is a 
real person that I can relate to. 
 
 

When the angel Gabriel appears to her does 
Mary say:  How exciting - an angel has appeared 
to take me on a great adventure?  Not exactly!  
We are told  
 

…she was greatly troubled at what was said and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  
 

(Luke 1:29) 
 

I think Mary was a little like me.  She wanted to 
know what to expect and she wanted to have 
answers.  So she asks the angel:   
 

How can this be, since I have no relations with a 
man? 
 

(Luke 1:34) 
 

Yes, she does get an answer.    
 

The Holy Spirit will come upon you. 
 

(Luke 1:35)   
 

But I suspect that in Mary’s mind this answer 
was not really an answer.  Most likely it raised a 
whole new set of questions.  I know I would 
have more questions. 
 

But what happens in the end?  Mary decides to 
take the risk.  She lets go and trusts in God 
when she says:   
 

May it be done to me according to your word. 
 

(Luke 1:38) 
 

We need to ask ourselves:  Are we willing to 
take the risk?  Are we willing to say “Yes” like 
Mary did?  Are we willing to let go and trust 
God even without knowing all the answers to 
our questions? 
 
 

May it be done to me 
according to your word. 
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The Adventure is Dangerous 
 
The adventure is exciting and risky, but it is also 
dangerous. 
 

Another example given to us especially in 
Advent is John the Baptist who speaks out for 
the truth.  He speaks what is right with great 
courage.  In doing this he challenges the 
religious leaders - the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees.   
 

When he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to 
them “You brood of vipers!  Who warned you to 
flee from the coming wrath?  Produce good fruit 
as evidence of your repentance.  
 

(Matthew 3:7-8) 
 

John does not hesitate to challenge even the 
religious leaders.  He even challenges King 
Herod. 
 

Herod was the one who had ordered John 
arrested, chained, and imprisoned on account of 
Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip, whom 
he had married.  John had said to Herod:  “It is 
not right for you to live with your brother’s 
wife.”   
 

(Mark 6:17-18) 
 

In the end Herod orders John to be beheaded.  
John accepted the adventure and he spoke the 
truth.  He challenged people to do what is right.  
For John the adventure was exciting and risky 
but it was also dangerous.  He was put to death. 
 

Perhaps we will not be put to death but are we 
willing to speak the truth in a world that does 
not accept Christ?  Do we stand against 
abortion?  The death penalty?  Do we uphold 
the sanctity of marriage as one man and one 
woman?  Or do we sometimes hide the fact 
that we are Christians because it is not correct - 
not accepted in our society?  We should not be 
ashamed to speak what we believe as followers 
of Christ. 

 

We should not be ashamed 
to speak what we believe 

as followers of Christ. 
 

 
Tim Tebow was a great football player for the 
University of Florida.  George Weigel notes:  
 
Tebow is the son of an evangelical pastor who 
spends some of his vacation time working with 
his father’s mission in the Philippines.  He 
famously wore eye-black with Bible verses inked 
on it in white during his Florida career, and is 
not reluctant to share his Christian faith in other 
public ways.  He visits sick kids in hospitals; he 
has said that he is a virgin saving himself for 
marriage; he and his mother taped a pro life 
commercial that ran during the Super Bowl.  
There is not the slightest evidence that Tebow 
has ever forced himself and his convictions on 
his teammates or on an unsuspecting public.3   
 
Tim Tebow is not afraid to state what he 
believes.  We do not need to force our beliefs 
on anyone but, at the same time, we should not 
be afraid to witness to what we believe even if 
we are not accepted. 
 
The Challenge of the Adventure 
 
The adventure is exciting, risky, and even at 
times dangerous.  I find all of this very difficult 
and challenging. 
 
I remember a homily I heard 34 years ago in 
Advent by Fr. Michael Himes.  He said the great 
cry of Advent is:  “Come Lord Jesus.”  But what I 
really say is “Come Lord Jesus” but not right 
now.  Do not come too close because I am not 
sure how committed I want to be.  I am not 
ready yet.4 
 
I think of this homily every year during Advent 
because I know I am not ready.  I am not ready 
to let God be the potter while I become the 
clay.  I still want to be in control.  I am not ready 
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to say “Yes” as Mary did and take the risk to 
trust in the Lord.  I still want the answers in 
advance.  I am not ready to speak the truth and 
speak what is right especially if it is dangerous 
and is not acceptable in our society.  In so many 
ways I am still like those birds that just don’t get 
it, who won’t fly into the barn. 
 
But then I realize that I will never be ready and 
that is a good thing.  As long as I am alive I must 
let God continue to make me ready by allowing 
him to mold me and form me into something 
beautiful.  God is not finished with me yet and I 
need to be patient with God just as he is patient 
with me. 
 
So I think I must work harder at becoming 
ready.  But then I realize that is exactly what I 
should not be doing.  When I try to work at it, I 
am taking control again and not allowing God to 
be the potter.  I am getting in God’s way.  What 
I need to work at is letting go and letting God do 
what he wants with me.  I just have to let go 
and trust in God allowing him to do something 
beautiful with my life.  I need to let God do the 
work and stop resisting him.  But I find it hard to 
do this. 
 
Fr. Mychal Judge was a Franciscan priest who 
also served as a New York City fire department 
chaplain.  He responded to the attack on the 
World Trade Center on September 11, 2001.   
He died at the World Trade Center.  He had a 
favorite prayer: 

 
 

Lord, take me where you want me to go; 
Let me meet who you want me to meet; 
Tell me what you want me to say; 
And keep me out of your way.5 
 

  (Fr. Mychal Judge, OFM) 
 

 
   
 
 
 

 

Even as you learned from us 
how to conduct yourselves 
in a way pleasing to God – 

which you are indeed doing – 
so you must learn to make still 

greater progress. 
 

 
In his first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul gives 
us a message that encourages me at the 
beginning of each Advent because it tells me I 
am making progress.   
 
I am more ready, but it also reminds me that I 
still have a long way to go and it encourages me 
to keep going.  
 
 It reminds me that God is not finished with me 
and I have to let go.  I need to be the clay and 
let God be the potter forming and molding me 
into something beautiful. 
 
And may the Lord increase you and make you 
overflow with love for one another and for all, 
even as our love does for you. 
 
May he strengthen your hearts, making them 
blameless and holy before our God and Father 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his holy 
ones. 
 
Now we beg and exhort you in the Lord Jesus 
that even as you learned from us how to 
conduct yourselves in a way pleasing to God - 
which you are indeed doing - so you must learn 
to make still greater progress.  You know the 
instructions we gave you in the Lord Jesus.  It is 
God’s will that you grow in holiness. 
 
(1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:3) 
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Conclusion 
 

The season of Advent begins us on an 
adventure of faith that continues throughout 
the entire liturgical year.  Advent leads us to 
Christmas – the celebration of the Incarnation.   
 

Fr. Michael Himes suggests that the Incarnation 

is not so much “the revelation of who God 
is” but that “first and foremost, it is the 
revelation of who we are.  The Incarnation 
tells us what it is to be a human being.”6   
 

We spend so much time trying to be God - the 
one in control of our lives - that we fail to be 
human.  Yet to be human is a wonderful thing - 
so wonderful that God himself chose to take on 
our human nature.  And so it is good to be  
human.   God takes on our humanity to show us  
how we should live as human beings. 
 

We are challenged to let go and let God be in 
control molding us and forming us into 
something beautiful as we experience the  
mystery of Christ changing and transforming us 
throughout the liturgical year as we continue 
our life long journey of faith.   
 

Does letting go and trusting in God mean that 
we should not make plans for our present and 
our future?  Absolutely not!  God has given us 
talents, skills, and wisdom to use in planning 
our lives.  But we also need to place our plans in 
the hands of God knowing that they may not 
always turn out exactly as we planned because 
God is the one in control.  We need to plan but 
we also need to be flexible and remain open to 
the plans God has for us and the directions in 
which he leads us. 
 

As I was preparing these reflections, I 
experienced the need for flexibility and 
openness to God’s plans.  I had what I thought 
was the prefect plan for a vacation day.  I 
needed new tires which can take forever but I 
also had a dentist appointment right near the 
tire place.  I also wanted to get some exercise  
 

 
 

that day by walking a few miles.  So here was 
my plan:  Go to the tire shop and leave the car 
for the new tires.  Walk to the dentist and have 
my dental work completed.  Take a walk in the 
residential area near there.  Finally by the time I 
returned to the tire shop, I expected my car 
would be finished and instead of waiting, I 
would have accomplished other things I needed 
to do that day.  It was perfect – at least until 20 
minutes before I was leaving to execute my 
plan.  It was my manager indicating there was 
an emergency and they really needed me to 
come into work even though I had scheduled a 
vacation day.  After writing these reflections, I 
knew I could not complain and would have to 
accept God’s change in my plans.  
 
We also need to cooperate with God during our 
journey.  There is the story of the man in the 
flood waters who is told to evacuate from his 
house.  He refuses saying that God will save 
him.  The flood waters rise and he has to move 
to the second floor of the house.  A rescue crew 
comes with a boat but he refuses saying he 
trusts that God will save him.  Finally the flood 
waters rise so high that the man is forced to 
climb out on the roof.   Now a helicopter comes 
to rescue him but again he refuses and renews 
his trust that God will save him.  Eventually he 
drowns.  In heaven he complains to God that he 
trusted but was not saved.  God’s reply is:  I 
sent you a boat and helicopter.  What more did 
you want me to do?  Trust in God means 
cooperating with God in all the ways he makes 
himself known to us and in all the gifts he 
provides. 
 

God continues to lead us on this journey until 
that day when he calls us to the fullness of life 
for all eternity.  Until then we continue to strive 
more and more to say “Yes” to God as Mary did: 
 

May it be done to me according to your word. 
 

(Luke 1:38) 
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NOTES 
                                                           
1 I prepared these reflections as an RCIA presentation and used the word “perilous” instead of 

“dangerous.”  A little girl who was with her parents was busy coloring but also obviously listening.  When I 
mentioned the word “perilous,” she looked up at me and said the word “dangerous.”  I think God often 
speaks through the wisdom of children and I realized that “dangerous” was a better description. 
2
 All Biblical quotations are taken from The New American Bible (Saint Joseph Edition).  New York:  

Catholic Book Publishing Co., 1992. 
3
 George Weigel, “Tim Tebow and Christophobia.”  The Long Island Catholic, 50 (October 5, 2011):  27. 

4
 Michael Himes, Homily, Monday First Week in Advent (given at the Seminary of the Immaculate 

Conception, Huntington NY, November 28, 1977). 
5
 Michael Ford, Father Mychal Judge:  An Authentic American Hero.  New York:  Paulist Press, 2002:  

203. 
 

6 Michael J Himes, The Mystery of Faith:  An Introduction to Catholicism.  Cincinnati OH:  St. Anthony 

Messenger Press, 2004:  20. 
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